Operations With Exponential Notation
Back in the days before calculators, people actually had to add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers in exponential notation by hand. Because we have calculators available, we can use them. Unfortunately, there is no standardized way of using exponential notation from calculator to calculator.

Usually there is a button on the calculator called exp or EE. Below are two examples:

5 x 102   (  5   EE   2      or   5  exp   2

When exponents are negative we do NOT use the subtract button. Instead we use the change the sign button which can be either +/- or (-).

2.4 x 10-3 (  2.4   EE   +/-   2   [sometimes +/- = (-)]

Notice that we do NOT have to multiply the numbers by ten before we press the EE button.

There are at least two other ways to enter exponential notation on your calculator. The above way is probably the easiest. 

On graphing calculators you can do the following:

              5 x 102   (  5 x 10 ^ 2



2.4 x 10-3 (  2.4 x 10 ^ (-) 2
