Operations with Significant Digits

x/- Rule

In a calculation involving multiplication or division, the answer can only have as many significant digits as the number in the calculations with the least amount of significant digits.

Examples:

1)     25   (2)


2)         98.75
  (4)

3)        0.9873  (4)

          x 31   (2)



x 4.3     (2)     
          x  129     (3)

           780   (2)


 
 420      (2)


   127     (3)

+/- Rule

When adding or subtracting, the answer can only have as many digits after the decimal as the number with the least number of digits after the decimal, in the calculation.

Examples:

1)  2.45


2)          8.322

3)        0.354

       +  1.9  



- 2.91  

       +  1.28

            4.4



  5.41


       +  9.1









         10.7

Note that in addition and subtraction, the NUMBER of significant digits in an answer can be more than in any of the numbers in the calculation, unlike multiplication.

