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BFA Staff

• Scott Lang, High School Principal
• Michael Clark, Incoming Principal 7/1/09
• David Buckingham, Director of Guidance
• Beth Cole, High School Counselor
• Geri Witalec, Middle School Counselor
• Karen McNall, Registrar
• Mel Berry, SAP Counselor
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School Choice Agreements

• Missisquoi Valley Union High School

• Lamoille Union High School

• Milton High School

Deadline:  March 31, 2009

Contact Person:  Karen McNall

Block Scheduling

• Four 75-minute periods
• One 30-minute Work Block
• Student focus is on four subjects at a time
• Provides opportunity for a variety of 

teaching strategies
• More depth (ie. Science labs)
• Beware of downtime in the areas of Math 

and Foreign Language
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High School Block Schedule

BLOCK 4:  1:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

BLOCK 3:  11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
B LUNCH: 1:00 p.m. – 1:25 p.m.

A LUNCH: 11:45 a.m. – 12:05 p.m.
BLOCK 3:  12:10 p.m. – 1:25 p.m.

WORK BLOCK:  11:10 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.

BLOCK 2:  9:50 a.m. – 11:05 a.m.

BLOCK 1:  8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

SEMESTER 1 & 2
(FALL & SPRING)

2009-10
Program of Studies

• A minimum of 24 
credits is required 
for graduation
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Graduation Requirements
for BFA-Fairfax

• English = 4 

• Socials Studies = 4 
* Senior Social Studies   

and U.S. History 

• Math = 3

• Science = 3

• Physical Ed. = 1 ½

• Health = ½

• Computer Literacy = 1

• Fine Arts = 1

• Applied Academics = ½

• Electives = 5 ½

College Requirements

• Vary depending upon type of college or 
technical institute

• Check requirements for specific colleges
• There are minimum requirements for Vermont 

colleges (others are similar)
• Full academic load during senior year
• Rigor of courses taken especially in junior and 

senior year
• Two years of a foreign language for most 

colleges
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College Sports Requirements

• Division I or Division II
• Specific academics 

required
• Register with the 

NCAA
• Your BFA guidance 

staff can assist you!

Suggested Class Schedule for your Freshman Year

Physical 
Education

Band/Chorus/GuitarElective

SpanishIPSElective

FrenchEarth ScienceElective

FACSAdvanced WordElective

HealthWord ProcessingElective

CeramicsMath 2Science

Painting/DrawingMath 1Math 1

Art 1Global English 9Global English 9

OPTIONSOPTIONSREQUIRED
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Academic Failure

• Students failing a required class must 
repeat the class

• Students are not retained for failures, 
however, you must have 18 credits to be 
considered a senior

Strategies for Learning

• This class is mandatory for those students 
having low NECAP test scores and/or 
recommended by school principal

• Students desiring to improve their reading 
and writing skills may request this class
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Course Descriptions

• Pay attention to Prerequisites

• The Program of Studies includes 
descriptions of each class offered at BFA, 
CTE, and BTC

Driver’s Education

• Sophomore Standing
• Priority determined by year of graduation and 

then date of birth
• Learner’s Permit required four weeks prior to the 

start of class
• ½ Credit Class (meets for full semester)
• Study Hall during driving time
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Technical Centers

Overview of the
Master Scheduling Process

• Built on student requests
• Faculty input
• Master schedule built by creating the least 

number of conflicts for the most number of 
students
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Student Scheduling
Process

Step 1:  4 Year Plan

• Develop your four-year plan (in pencil)

• Use resources such as parents, teachers, 
counselors
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Four Year Plan:  College Prep

ELECTIVES

APPLIED 
ACADEMICS

COMPUTER 
LITERACY

HEALTH

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

FINE ARTS

MATH

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

ENGLISH

REQUIRED 
SUBJECT AREAS

French III & IVFrench II

Careers I

ExcelWord Processing

Health

Physical EducationPhysical EducationPhysical 
Education

Digital Photo.Art 1

Calculus

A.P. Calculus

Advanced Math

Pre-Calculus

Math 3Math 1

Math 2

Physics 1AChemistry 1A & 1BIPS & Biology 1AEarth Science

A.P. U.S. HistoryWorld History20th Century U.S. 
History

Global English

A.P. English 
Literature

A.P. English 
Language

English 10Global English

GRADE 12GRADE 11GRADE 10GRADE 9

Four Year Plan:  Tech Center Student

ELECTIVES

APPLIED 
ACADEMICS

COMPUTER 
LITERACY

HEALTH

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

FINE ARTS

MATH

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

ENGLISH

REQUIRED 
SUBJECT AREAS

JournalismComputer 
Animation

Driver’s Education

Computer 
Animation

Intro. to Culinary

Computer 
Animation

Desktop PublishingWeb Design

Health

Physical EducationPhysical Education
Physical Education

Computer 
Animation

PaintingArt 1

Drawing

Consumer MathMath 2

Math 3

Math 1

BotanyBiology 1AEarth Science
IPS

Psychology

SSS

20th Century

U.S. History

Global English

English 12 
Survey

Computer 
Animation

English 10Global English

GRADE 12GRADE 11GRADE 10GRADE 9
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Step 2:  Course Request Form

• Fill out Course 
Request Form

• Remember to include 
Computer/Course 
number (from 
Program of Studies)

• Hand-in to your 
homeroom teacher or 
guidance office

Step 3:  Schedule a Conference

• Mandatory meeting with a counselor for eighth 
grade students

• Sign up in the Guidance Office

• Appointments available 3/9 – 3/27

• Evening appointments available from 3:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. on March 9th, 17th, and 25th
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Step 4:  Student Schedules

• Student schedules will be available end of May
• Drop/Add Policy
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Course Fair

• Located in High School Gymnasium
• At least one faculty member from each 

department is represented
• Don’t be afraid to ask questions
• Representatives from Center for 

Technology and Burlington Technical 
Center

• Don’t forget to sign up in the Guidance 
Office for a conference

Course Fair Evaluation

• Your comments are appreciated

• Please take a moment to fill out the 
Course Fair Evaluation Form

• Thank you for coming tonight!


